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109th Conference to Explore Global Megatrends

Informative sessions and informal 
exchanges will highlight ICIA’s 109th 
conference, February 5 and 6 in 
Indianapolis. Pictured are attendees 
from last year.

Get lots of rest before the Indiana 
Crop Improvement Conference Febru-
ary 5 and 6 at the Sheraton Indianapo-
lis Hotel and Suites. You’ll want to 
have plenty of energy for a solid two 
days of insights and discussions on 
“Megatrends in Global Agriculture.” 
There will also be crop-specifi c work-
shops, an awards luncheon, exhibitors 
and time to engage in conversations 
with others in the industry.  

Preceded by the Illinois-Indiana 
Seed Conditioning Workshop on 
February 4, the conference is a great 
opportunity for staff to stay over for 
the keen insights sure to unfold the 
next two days.

Action-Packed Agenda on 
Thursday

Thursday’s activities open with the 
always-popular update from Purdue 
Agriculture, “Purdue Perspectives,” 
then quickly moves to in-depth look 
at the industry’s fi nancial picture, then 
breaks for lunch, where awards will 
be presented rather than at an evening 
banquet.

With the tremendous interest in 
corn, the agenda will feature an 
after-lunch, conference-wide ses-
sion, “Rethinking Corn Production 
Management,” with three Purdue 
experts. James Camberato and Robert 
Nielsen will cover fi eld trial results 
and research with optical crop sensors. 
Tony Vyn will discuss corn-after-corn 
yields, strip versus conventional till-
age and management factors. He’ll 
also answer the question, “If farmers 
harvest some corn stover for cellulosic 
ethanol, how will that impact continu-
ous corn yields?”.

That session will be followed by 
two 3:30 p.m. workshops, one on 
corn, the other on soybeans and small 
grains.

Friday Looks at 
Managing Risks

On Friday morning, three panelists 
will explore “Managing Production 
Risks in a Volatile Market,” a topic 
sure to be of interest.

“Our conference committee has 
tapped top experts to bring us the 
latest information and help us better 
understand where we fi t in the global 
picture and what we should do to 
adapt to emerging trends,” says ICIA 
executive director Larry Svajgr. “Indi-
ana Crop has a reputation for 

conferences that deliver value, and 
this year that will be especially true.”

  
Besides well-informed speakers 

on today’s most pressing topics, the 
conference builds in time for network-
ing with others in the industry. New 
this year is a 5:30 to 7 p.m. extended 
social time in the exhibit area, which 
will feature hearty hors d’oeuvres and 
entertainment. With no formal evening 
banquet, attendees are free to make 
dinner plans with industry associates 
and friends.

Sign up today for the 
Indiana Crop Improvement 

Association
109th Annual Conference 

“Megatrends in Global 
Agriculture”

February 5 and 6, 2009

Sheraton Indianapolis
Hotel and Suites

8787 Keystone Crossing
Indianapolis

Preceded by
Illinois-Indiana 

Seed Conditioning Workshop
February 4, 2009

Bob Nielsen, 
Department of 
Agronomy, Purdue
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Financial Side a Hot Topic 

Four hard-hitting Thursday morn-
ing sessions will address today’s 
fi nancial aspects. Dan Manternach of 
St. Louis, MO.-based Doane Agricul-
tural Services will give three presen-
tations, and Shawn Smeins, senior 
vice president and managing director 
of Rabo Agrifi nance Inc. in Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, will give the fourth. 

How We Got Here, Where 
We’re Headed

Manternach kicks off the discus-
sions with “Genesis of the Financial 
Impact,” covering historic prices, 
global consumption exceeding pro-
duction, Asia’s rising buying power, 
advent of commodity trading funds 
and other factors. 

After a refreshment break, he’ll 
tackle “Genesis of the Financial 
Panic”—what caused stocks and 
commodities to collapse, regulatory 
reforms, a new era of pricing and 
more. His fi nal session on “Forecast-
ing 2009 Farm Prices” will focus 
on acreage, yields, supply, demand 
and prices under different weather 
scenarios. 

“I’ll also talk about what we expect 
to be the range, from highs to lows, in 
future prices, given our average farm 
price forecasts for the year, and how 
to devise a fl exible marketing plan,” 
Manternach says,

Outlook: Liquidity Important

Smeins wraps up the fi nancial focus 
with a presentation on “Financing 
in the Global Agribusiness Market 
Place.” 

“After months of unprecedented 
turmoil in the fi nancial markets, there 
are certainly effects that will linger in 
the total credit and fi nancial market,” 
he says. 

“Agriculture banks have not been 
affected as much as Wall Street 
because community banks are more 
deposit-based and ag lending is an 
industry characterized by strong 
customer/borrower relationships,” he 
notes. However, there are concerns. 
Among them: ag banks dependence 
on depositors and the impact of lower 
profi t margins for producers because 
of rising input costs and cash rents 
combined with lower commodity 
prices.

Near term, Smeins says, “Expect 
less aggressive lending, increased 
restrictions or covenants at the loan 
level and modestly higher interest 
rates.” His take: “Liquidity is now 
vitally more important than increas-
ing fi xed assets.”

Workshops Dig Deep

Simultaneous Thursday afternoon 
workshops bring together those-in-
the-know for “Corn Production and 
Management” and “”Soybean and 
Small Grain Production and Manage-
ment” sessions.

Corn 
“Ear count is the name of the 

game,” says Tom Evans, vice 
president of sales for Great Plains 
Manufacturing Inc. in Salina, Kan. 
“My presentation will address some 
quick points on planting accuracy 
to increase ear count, with the main 
emphasis on yield increases created 
by Twin-Row Planting. It gives each 
plant a lot more room to grow and 
allows the population to be increased 
for even higher ear count.”

Kiersten Wise from Purdue’s 
Botany and Plant Pathology Depart-
ment will review 2008 corn diseases, 
including Goss’s Bacterial Wilt, fi rst 
found in Indiana in 2008. “This bac-
terial disease can negatively impact 
yield under certain conditions,” she 
says. “It requires phytosanitary regu-
lation if it is found in seed corn or 
popcorn. It is manageable; however, 
it is not always easy to distinguish 
from other common diseases, so 
proper identifi cation is key.”

Evans and Wise will be joined by 
Monsanto’s Jim Haldeman, speaking 
on higher population management. 

Soybeans, Small Grains

Purdue botany and plant pathology 
professor William Johnson will speak 
in the soybean/small grain session on 
new herbicide resistant traits expected 
in the next fi ve years, where they fi t 
and how they might be used.  “They 
won’t control everything, but will 
give us new tools to manage weeds.”

Purdue’s Herb Ohm will share in-
formation on high management wheat 
production.

Dan Manternach, Doane Ag Services

Shawn Smeins, SVP, Rabo 
Agrifi nance, Inc.

Kiersten Wise, Botany & 
Plant Pathology, Purdue
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